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 It is good to be back with you all. I was reviewing my past submissions and realised that my 
last post was in May of 2021, and I began to reflect on the last few years. March of 2020            
marked the beginning of the pandemic lockdowns, and the Humber faculty was scrambling to       
complete the 2019/2020 school year online; no small feat. It was a challenge for all of us, but we 
pulled it off. The creativity shown by the students and faculty in solving the endless problems was 
amazing. I continued teaching my Humber students and private students online for the next year       
and a half with a fair amount of success,— not ideal, but we made it work. By the fall of 2021 it 
looked like we might return to in person lessons, but Humber had other plans. A few weeks before I 
was to begin my sixteenth-year teaching at Humber College I and a large number of the teaching 
faculty were informed that our services would no longer required as the program was being      
redesigned. I am telling you all of this to provide context for what I plan to discuss. 

 Teaching online was and continues to be an unavoidable evil. I liken it to the difference 
between a practice pad and a snare drum; the practice pad is a useful tool that primarily benefits                  
physical development, but learning to play the drums is about sound production and the precise 
control of that sound to play music (and, more importantly, to play musically). We are sound-      
makers; we move the air around, and when a group of skilled sound-makers get together we can 
create performances our listeners will cherish for a lifetime. But instead of simply lamenting our 
current circumstances,  I would like to look at those pros and cons of online education compared      
to in-person instruction.  

 During my hiatus from teaching, I spent much of my time informing myself on all aspects of 
drum set–education online. I’ll break these down these into three primary categories:      

(1) Demonstration videos: Theses are videos in which a drummer demonstrates something they 
know how to play without teaching the viewer how to play it. 

(2) Instructional videos: In these the drummer plays something they have learned and instructs the 
viewer how to learn to play what has been demonstrated. 

(3) Performance Videos: These are critical to anyone who is learning to play drums online. As the 
name suggests these videos are where we get to see and hear a group of musicians playing tunes. 
They show us how to apply our new skills in performance as well as making clear the skill level 
required to perform even at a beginner level. It’s never too soon to get it right.  

      In all three cases there has never been more quality information available. There are still a fair       
number of garbage videos online but nowadays a simple search for something like “paradiddles” will 
almost always bring you to the good stuff. 

       Every spring at Humber College, we would audition one hundred or more prospective       
students and over the course of my time with the program I noticed something interesting. In the       
early days, as a rule, the best prepared students played successful auditions, while poor preparation 



was the primary cause of unsuccessful auditions. Over time, however, I began to notice that the 
number of students who had worked hard on the wrong things or worked on the correct things the 
wrong way started to increase. From speaking to these students, I learned that in almost all cases 
they had tried to prepare for their audition primarily through the use of YouTube videos and had 
not sought out the help of a qualified teacher. In one extreme case the auditionee had not had a       
drum lesson nor seen a drummer in live performance;  their only experience was YouTube. To say 
the audition was interesting is an understatement.  

     Since the pandemic began the availability of live online instruction (as opposed to just 
pre-recorded videos) has increased exponentially but the single biggest problem teaching drums over 
the internet is primarily technical. Generally speaking, the teacher has the gear and expertise available 
to allow the student to hear the played examples with the clarity necessary to ensure they are fully 
informative. It is almost always the tech available to the student that creates the problems—poor 
internet connections, low-quality cameras, and lack of quality recording gear (including 
microphones) or the knowledge of how to set it up, all present significant obstacles to teaching 
online. If I can’t clearly hear what my student is playing then my ability to provide fully informed 
feedback is severely compromised and that is a huge problem for everyone.  

Now, before you start sending me emails, I do understand that some students perform             
better online than in-person or in a school environment, and of course there are also those situations 
where in-person lessons is simply not an option But, by-and-large, these are exceptions. It is my 
observation, having taught online lessons with both college level students and beginners, that 
teaching over the internet is a poor substitute for in-person learning, especially for students who are 
serious about their studies. 

I have had the benefit of some great teachers and the things I learned in those lessons 
changed my life. A great teacher puts all of your effort into context—that is to say, in sharing their 
knowledge, experience, and experiences they connect you with the generations of drummers that 
have walked the same road you now walk, helping you over the rough patches and sharing your 
successes. The internet is an extraordinary source of information, both very good and very bad.  It 
takes a certain level of skill and understanding to know the difference and to benefit from this 
wealth of knowledge. A good drum teacher can give you that and more. 

 

See you next time. 

LMN 

 

 

 

  

   

                                                                                            Copyright LMN 2023 


